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On April 14, the US Senate voted 67 to 23 to impose sanctions against Mexico on the ground that it
had failed to cooperate fully with the US in halting drug trafficking. Then on April 27, after a daylong debate, the House Foreign Affairs Committee deferred indefinitely a decision on whether to
"decertify" Mexico and the Bahamas. On the same day, the Committee voted 26 to 15 to decertify
Bolivia, while Peru and Paraguay were decertified via voice votes. These congressional actions
were based on provisions of a law adopted in 1986, requiring suspension of foreign aid to countries
involved in drug trafficking or production, and permits imposition of other trade and economic
sanctions unless the president certifies that such countries are "fully cooperating" with US antidrug
efforts. Such certification for all five nations mentioned was given by Reagan in a report to Congress
in March. In the current fiscal year, $11.8 million are earmarked for Bolivia's coca plantation
eradication program and other anti-drug efforts, and $10.8 million for Peruvian anti- narcotics
efforts. Bolivia currently receives $28.7 million per annum in US economic and military aid; and,
Peru, $13.3 million. If the decertification actions are maintained, the two countries stand to lose half
the aid. The 1986 legislation provides that if both houses of Congress move to decertify a country
previously certified by the president, and if an expected presidential veto is overriden, the country
would then be subject to specified sanctions. Thus, in the case of Bolivia and Peru, for instance,
both nations would lose half of US aid. Decertification would also require US representatives in
international lending agencies (e.g., the World Bank, and Inter-American Development Bank) to
vote against loans for the decertified country.

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

